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Not all riders wish to compete at shows, but for those who do, 
showing can be an exciting reward for hard work, and a chance to compare your skills with other riders.  
If you are interested in showing, check with your instructor and she will help you determine what show and classes are best for you.  
Riders generally compete at a level or two below their usual riding level.  For example, a rider who is cantering and starting to jump will start out in walk–trot classes.  Riding in a show is very different from riding in lessons, and requires an additional set of skills.  
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It is important that riders are not over-faced in the show ring, and they should not be competing at levels they have not yet mastered at home.
About Horse Shows
Horse shows are divided into “Classes” and “Divisions”.  A Class is a group of riders competing on the flat collectively, or individually over a specified course of jumps.  A Division is a group of related Classes.  Each Class is scored separately, and ribbons and points are usually given to the top 6 riders in each class.  Results from each Class in a Division are combined to determine a Division Champion.

The primary Divisions and Classes held at Hunter/Jumper  shows are Equitation, Hunters, Pleasure, and Jumpers.  (a glossary of terms follows).   Each Division will have specific criteria for entries, and are divided by horses’ and riders’ ages and experience level, and by jump height.
Horse Shows are organized at different levels. “Rated” shows are sanctioned by the United States Equestrian Federation.  “Unrated” or “Schooling” shows are generally run under similar rules and format, but are not sanctioned.   Riders in the lesson programs usually start out at Schooling shows, which tend to be less formal and offer more classes for entry-level showing, and also have lower entry fees.  
Each show publishes a “Prizelist “ or “Classlist” with all of the information about  the day’s schedule, specific rules, and an entry form.  After discussing the show with your instructor, you will work together to select classes and fill out the entry form.  Most shows require entries to be sent in ahead of time; entries turned in on the day of the show are considered “post entries” and are often charged an additional fee.  Riders are responsible for bringing a check for entry fees to the horse show.  Entry fees vary, and are charged per Class or Division- most exhibitors will enter each Class in a Division.  Other fees charged by shows may include Office Fees, USEF Fees (for Rated shows), and EMT/Ambulance fees (to assist with the expense of having medical personnel on the grounds).
Riders competing at “Rated” shows may need to join the USEF or other organizations.  This will depend on which classes you enter.  Your instructor can tell you which organizations you may need to join.
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     For Parents

  About the show schedule

Horse shows, no matter how well organized, can be unpredictable.  Show secretaries and managers try very hard to keep to a schedule, and to have the show run smoothly.  Variables like weather, large numbers of post-entries, or other unforeseen occurrences can cause shows to run longer or more quickly than anticipated.  It is impossible to tell someone ahead of time exactly when their class will run.   It is up to each exhibitor to pay attention to their ring and know when their class is coming up.  

Parents can help by making sure their child’s clothing stays organized, that the child has a cold drink, snack, or warm coat as needed, and remind younger children to take a bathroom break before they get on their pony!   Please remember that your young rider has a lot to think about, so allow them to focus on their coach’s instruction as much as possible.  While your child is in the ring, they should be listening to the ringmaster and to their coach, and focusing on the job at hand.  After your child has finished a class, they should go first to their coach for guidance, then to their parents for hugs, photos, consolation, or anything else that may be needed.   
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Preparation-
Now that you have sent in your entries,  it is time to get your mount ready!  Usually, riders try to have a lesson the day before the show, and allow themselves plenty of time to help prepare their horse and tack.
In warm weather, ponies should have a bath before a show.  They will also have their manes neatened (sometimes braided) and their ears, muzzles, and legs trimmed.  Riders should also give their tack a thorough cleaning and conditioning, and polish all the metal parts. For an “away” show, equipment will need to be packed in the trailer the night before.  Your instructor will let you know if there are additional ways you can help.
 Always check in with your instructor the night before the show, and she can give you an approximate time for arrival at the show.  
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At home, you should have your own clothing and equipment organized and set out the night before.  Boots should be thoroughly cleaned and polished. Experienced show riders usually have a “show bag” which they keep packed with their gloves, extra hairnets, spurs, a sewing kit, and any other personal items they may need during the show day.  Try to get a good night’s sleep the night before, and don’t forget to set your alarm clock!
It’s horse show day!  

What to expect
Your instructor will tell you what time to arrive at the Show.  Upon arrival, the first thing you will do is check in with your instructor.  She will give you a quick overview of how the show is running, and let you know approximately when you should get on.    Your instructor may have your Exhibitor number, or she may send you to the Show Office to pick it up.  (make sure you know your instructor’s last name and your horse’s show name !) The show secretary may need additional information on your entry form or a check for payment of your entries before they give you your number.

Your exhibitor number will have the classes you have entered listed on the back.  Take a minute to check that they are correct, and let your instructor know if they are not.  It is very important that you wear your number anytime you enter the show ring, and make sure you are wearing the correct number!
Riders showing in Flat classes only (especially Walk-Trot) will generally ride in several classes all in a row.  You will have time to get on and practice for a bit with your instructor before you show.  It is always a good idea to watch other classes before you show.
Before you compete in Over Fences classes, you will have an opportunity to practice over the jumps in the show ring- this is called a “Warm-Up” ride.   Your horse should be very clean when you take him out to the warm-up, and have no shavings in his mane or tail.  You should have your number on your back as well.   You may not need to have your show jacket on, but you should have your own hair tucked up, your shirt tucked in, and be neat and tidy.   
You will probably meet your instructor in the schooling ring.  Remember that she may be busy with other riders, so let her know that you are there, and she may have you loosen up until she arrives.  You will probably walk for a bit, then have a short trot and canter and practice over a few jumps with your instructor before doing your Warm-Up course.    Never, ever jump a jump, or enter the show ring, without your instructor’s permission !
Your instructor will coach you in the Warm-Up, and then you may have a break until it is time to show.  You may have a long wait, and your horse can go rest in his stall or trailer, or you may need to get ready to go right into the show ring.  If other riders are showing your mount, plan to help them and hold the horse when needed; they should plan to do the same for you.   Be sure to pay attention to the show schedule, and make sure you have memorized your first jumping course before it is your turn to ride.  Courses are usually posted at the In-Gate to the show ring.

Please remember to be kind to your horse- make sure his girth is loosened between riders, that he frequently offered water, and has shade or a blanket as needed.  Try not to sit on his back for long periods of time between classes.  If you are feeling hot or cold, tired or cranky, hungry or thirsty, imagine how your horse might feel- he’s working even harder than you are, and has no way to ask for things he needs.  Good riders always take care of their horse’s needs first! 
Show Attire

Riders need to wear an ASTM approved helmet, beige jodhpurs/breeches with a belt, boots, black gloves, a show jacket and shirt.  Jackets are available in many colors; navy blue is always appropriate.  Shirts come in many colors and patterns; any color is acceptable, but 

they should have long sleeves and a collar with a monogram or choker pin.  Boys and men should wear a long-sleeved shirt with a necktie.   

Riders wearing jodhpurs should also wear leather garter straps that sit just below each knee.  All show clothes should be very well fitted, clean, and neatly pressed.  Young girls may wear their hair in braids with colored ribbons.  All other riders should wear their hair tucked neatly under their helmet in a hairnet.  

As when riding in lessons, jewelry should be kept to a minimum; only small studded earrings are appropriate, and metal  bracelets should be avoided as they are a potential safety hazard.   
Sportsmanship

Sometimes, we win ribbons in classes.  Hooray!

Sometimes, we do not.  Please remember that we are trying not only to teach riding, but also to teach and demonstrate good sportsmanship. The biggest test of sportsmanship is how we react to not winning.  Sometimes, we perform well, but someone else is just a bit better.  We- and everyone else- will make mistakes in the show ring.  Sometimes the judge sees our mistakes, other times they do not.  Occasionally, our horses misbehave.  And sometimes, we make big mistakes, and are embarrassed or disappointed by our own performance. 

Regardless of how a class goes, it is important that we remember how our words and actions affect those around us.   Rough treatment of our horses, disrespect to others (especially parents!) and negative comments about judging or other exhibitors are never acceptable.
Judges
Horse show judges are experienced horsemen and women, who usually have many years’ experience training and showing with their own horses and students.  Without exception, judges all want to see riders perform well.  Their job is to decide, in a very brief time, which horse and rider are closest to the ideal, according to the specifics of each class. ( see the glossary below for some specifics for different classes)   Very few exhibitors will put in a perfect performance, and the judge has to not only choose a class winner, but also sort out the placings of all of the other entries in a class.  It is not an easy job.
Frequently, exhibitors are disappointed with their placing in a class, and decide that the judge just doesn’t like them.  Along with being poor sportsmanship, this is also not true.  Judges truly appreciate any horse and rider who is doing his or her best.  Often, riders are on school ponies, or older, less fancy horses who are doing a wonderful job teaching their riders and keeping them safe. These horses are worth their weight in gold, and the judge knows that. However, often these horses aren’t the best movers or most athletic jumpers in a given class, so they will not place as high as the horses that are.  

Other times, a rider may have the best ride of their life, but that day, someone else is able to do an even better job accomplishing whatever the specific class requires.  The judge knows nothing about each rider and their background, and is only commenting on the performance in front of him at that moment.  
Judges frequently write comments on their Judge’s Cards, which are often available after the show for exhibitors to view. After you finish showing, ask the show secretary or manager if you may see the Judge’s Cards.  This can be a very good learning opportunity!
Also keep in mind that Judges are also human, and occasionally don’t see riders’ mistakes in the ring, or they make a mistake themselves, they try very hard not to, but it does occasionally happen.  Sometimes this works in our favor, sometimes it works in another rider’s favor.  Also keep in mind that, especially at schooling shows, a minor mistake can be forgiven, especially if it is corrected right away.  ( most judges like to see exhibitors who are experienced enough to know that they have picked up a wrong diagonal or lead, and are able to correct it quickly, without a lot of fuss)
Horse Show Terms

Equitation
The term equitation simply means riding a horse.  An Equitation Class is judged on the rider’s skill, position, and ability to control and guide his mount.  A neat and tidy appearance of horse and rider is also important. There are classes held both on the flat and over fences for Equitation riders.

Green              The term Green is used to describe an inexperienced horse.

Hunter
This is a type of horse which is suitable for showing in jumping classes which are judged on the horse’s style. A Hunter should be well mannered, sound, have a long, ground covering stride, and a safe, consistent style of jumping.  


The term hunter comes from the sport of fox hunting.
Hunt Seat
This is the style of riding which developed for riding over jumps.  It is a type of English riding which allows the rider to stay in balance with the horse over varying terrain and obstacles.

Jumper        Judging for Jumpers is similar to a track and field event- rather than being 


          judged on style, they receive point penalties for knocking down obstacles,     


           exceeding time limits, and refusals at obstacles

Lead Line
These classes are for young riders are very new to riding; they are led by a handler whose job is to keep them safe!  The riders should display basic control of their mounts and a correct riding position.

Novice          Novice classes are reserved for riders with limited horse showing experience

Pleasure
A Pleasure class is judged on the horse.  A Pleasure Horse or Pony should be attractive, sound, have impeccable manners, and be a joy to ride.  

Pony                A Pony is a fully grown animal which does not exceed 14 hands and 2

inches in height.  A hand is equal to 4 inches, so 14 hands, 2 inches tall equals 58 inches.  This measurement is taken at the high point of the animal’s back, where the neck meets the back. (called the withers )
Soundness
This means that a horse should not be lame or uneven in its gait, display any breathing difficulty or other health issues.  The judge may opt to withhold ribbons from a horse with minor unsoundness, or if the horse is very uncomfortable, may excuse the horse from a class.  All performance classes, including Hunter and Pleasure, and to a degree, Equitation ( a good horseman will not show an unsound horse), are partially judged on the horses’ soundness
Under Saddle
In these classes, a Hunter is judged on manners and way of moving in a group without obstacles. A good Hunter Under Saddle should be sound, attractive, 

display excellent manners, and an effortless, ground- covering stride with 


minimal knee action.
.
Walk-Trot
Classes for less experienced exhibitors who are not ready to canter in a group of other riders.

.

